| FGAL UPDATE

29 October 2026

Fair Competition Tribunal Rules Amended

« Appeal filing periods revised

« Time taken to obtain proceedings and decisions excluded from appeal period
« Tribunal empowered to conduct remote hearings

+ Ex parte determination of appeals expressly provided

+ Review powers and procedures clarified

« Appeals to the Court of Appeal expressly provided for

Background

The Fair Competition Tribunal (FCT) has issued the Fair Competition Tribunal (Amendment) Rules, 2026 (the
Amendments) vide Government Notice No. 289 published on 9 October 2026. The Amendments introduce
several changes to the Fair Competition Tribunal Rules, 2012, particularly in relation to the filing and
determination of appeals, conduct of proceedings, review of decisions and appeals to the Court of Appeal.

One of the notable amendments relates to the filing of appeals before the Tribunal. Previously, the memorandum
and record of appeal were required to be lodged within 21 days from the date the notice of appeal was filed.
Under the amended rule 11, these documents must now be lodged within the appeal period prescribed under
the respective laws establishing the Fair Competition Commission or relevant regulatory body. Importantly,
the time taken to obtain copies of proceedings and decisions continues to be excluded when computing the
appeal period, provided that a copy of the written request for such documents is submitted to the Tribunal
when lodging the notice of appeal.

Furthermore, the Amendments empower the Tribunal to hear and determine an appeal ex parte where a
respondent, despite being duly served with the memorandum of appeal, fails to file a reply without sufficient
cause. A party dissatisfied with such a decision may apply to have it set aside within 21 days from the date
of the decision. Where the Tribunal refuses the application, the aggrieved party may appeal to the Court of
Appeal.

Interestingly, the Amendments introduce the possibility of remote hearings. The Tribunal may, at its discretion
or upon request by the parties, allow proceedings to be conducted remotely through video conferencing,
telephone conferencing or any other electronic device approved by the Tribunal. This development is
particularly relevant to parties located outside Dar es Salaam and is expected to facilitate participation in
proceedings without requiring physical attendance in every case.

In relation to review of decisions, the Amendments introduce further clarity on the Tribunal’s existing review
powers. Under the amended rule 50, the Tribunal may, on its own motion or upon application by a party,
review its decisions in accordance with Order XLII of the Civil Procedure Code. An application for review must
be made within 30 days from the date of the decision. Where the Tribunal initiates a review on its own motion,
the matter cannot be determined without summoning the parties to appear.

Additionally, the newly introduced rule 50A expressly provides that a person aggrieved by a decision of the
Tribunal may appeal to the Court of Appeal in accordance with the Appellate Jurisdiction Act and the Court of
Appeal Rules. Where a request for copies of the Tribunal’s proceedings is made within 30 days of the decision,
the period certified by the Registrar as necessary for preparing and delivering those proceedings will be
excluded when computing the time for instituting the appeal.

It is also worth noting that the Amendments revise the composition of the Tribunal. Previously, the Tribunal
was required to comprise not less than 3 members, including the Chairman. Under the amended rule 29, the
Tribunal shall comprise the Chairman and 2 other members, except for matters involving necessary orders and
matters falling under rules 13 and 43, where the Chairman may sit without the other members.

The Amendments are an important development in the administration of competition and regulatory disputes
in Tanzania. In particular, the introduction of remote hearings, revised appeal timelines and clearer procedures
for review and ex parte decisions is expected to improve the handling of matters before the Tribunal. Parties
intending to challenge decisions should therefore familiarize themselves with the revised procedures and
applicable timelines to avoid procedural difficulties.

To read the Fair Competition Tribunal (Amendment) Rules, 2026, click here.
To read the Fair Competition Tribunal Rules, 2012 click here.

For further information on
legal updates please contact:

E: info@fbattorneys.co.tz

About FB Attorneys
FB Attorneys is an all service law firm
based out of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

We cover all aspects of the law

and specialise in all corporate and
commercial matters including Mining,
0il & Gas, Tax, Litigation, Competition,
Banking & Intellectual Property law.

FB Attorneys has been ranked as a

tier 1 law firm by the IFLR 1000 in the
Energy & Infrastructure and Financial &
Corporate sectors, tier 1 by Legal 500
and band 1 by Chambers and Partners
General Business Law.

FB Attorneys

8th Floor, Amani Place, Ohio Street
P. 0. Box 19813

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

T: +255 22 2135994/5

E: info@fbattorneys.co.tz

W: www.fbattorneys.co.tz

Disclaimer

Information found in this legal update and

any attachments are confidential and may

be privileged or otherwise protected from
disclosure, and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed
to. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify the sender immediately and delete

this message and any attachment from your
system. Any views or opinions expressed in
the message or its attachments are not
necessarily those of FB ATTORNEYS.

© FB Attorneys 2022. All rights reserved.

) Chambers 0 TOP TIER FIRM
‘. TOP RANKED " 2025 [ I;OO
X egalf
- el & [FLRICCO
®2026®

TOP TIER
\_/ 2026
FB Attorneys

L
PROUD MEMBER OF LEXAFRlCA

EMEA



https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/Untitled-attachment-00138.pdf.-stamped.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/GN-NO.219-Fair-Competition-Tribunal-Rules-2012.pdf.-stamped.pdf


