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2025 Tax Review

Appeals heard & determined

TRA Appeals (9)

Taxpayers Appeals (44)

A total of 53 appeals were heard and determined by the Court of Appeal
of Tanzania in the year 2025; 44 of these Appeals were lodged by
Taxpayers constituting 83% of the appeals determined; TRA lodged 9

appeals constituting 17%.

TRA appeals success

Allowed (5)

Dismissed/
Struck out (4)

0f the 9 appeals lodged by the TRA, 4 were either dismissed or struck
out constituting about 44% of the appeals; 5 appeals constituting 56% of
the appeals were allowed in favour of the TRA. TRA Appeals had a higher
success rate at 56% compared to the Taxpayers success rate of 11%.

Tax payer success rate

Taxpayer’s applications had a higher chance of success at 78% compared
to taxpayer success in appeals which stood at 11%.

Taxpayer appeals success

Allowed (5)

Dismissed/Struck out (39)

of the 44 appeals lodged by Taxpayers, 39 were either dismissed or
struck out constituting nearly 89% of the appeals; 5 appeals constituting
about 11% of the appeals were allowed in favour of the Taxpayer.

Taxpayer applications success

Dismissed (2)

Allowed (7)

A total of 9 applications were heard and determined by the Court of
Appeal. All the 9 applications were lodged by the Taxpayers, 7 were
allowed in favour of the Taxpayer (about 78%) and 2 (22%) were
dismissed. 7 of the 9 applications were for extension of time to file appeal;
2 of the 9 applications were for stay of execution, which was granted but
with a condition to execute a bank guarantee, as is mandatory under the
Tanzania Court of Appeal Rules.

Snapshot

1/3 waiver decision by TRA remains to be final

Issues of fact not appealable

Submission of all documents at the objection stage critical
Timing of filing appeals crucial

Fraud to be strictly proved, for the loss to be expensed

For banks, interest in suspense on non-performing loans is taxable
on an accrual basis

Bad debts deductible only if reasonable recovery steps taken
Tax statutes to be interpreted strictly

Withholding tax payable on accrual basis

Tax exemptions must be gazetted to obtain legal force
Denial of input tax claims with non-existent suppliers

All grounds of appeal must be addressed

A brief summary of the 53 appeals and 9 applications that were determined by the Court of Appeal in the year 2025 follows.
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Audax Kijana Kameja vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 144 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 49 (21 February
2025)

The Court of Appeal ruled that the Tax Revenue Appeals Board lacks jurisdiction
to hear appeals arising from refusal or delay in granting a waiver of the one-
third tax deposit, as these are not objection decisions. It reaffirmed the Pan
African Energy precedent and held that a delayed decision does not amount to
an omission under section 53(1) of the Tax Administration Act. The appeal was
dismissed with costs, and the TRA's position was upheld.

Kaltire Mining Tire Group (Tanzania) Limited vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) (Civil Appeal No. 49 of 2022) [2025]
TZCA 47 (21 February 2025)

The Court of Appeal upheld the disallowance of claimed fraud losses, holding
that the appellant failed to strictly prove employee fraud to justify deductions
under section 39(a) of the Income Tax Act, hence requiring a higher degree of
‘probability” than in ordinary civil cases. It found that invoices, bank statements,
and cheques without police reports or effective recovery actions did not meet
the required standard of proof for fraud. The appeal was dismissed with costs,
affirming the Tribunal’s decision in favour of the TRA.

Jubilee Insurance Company of Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner
General, Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 302 of 2022)
[2025] TZCA 58 (21 February 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that time for filing an appeal runs from the date
proceedings are made available, that a certificate of delay cannot exclude
periods not attributable to the Tribunal, and consequently struck out the appeal
as time-barred.

Letshego Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 126 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 48 (21 February
2025)

Letshego Tanzania Limited filed its estimated tax return late for 2015, prompting
the TRA to impose a penalty under section 98(1)(d) of the Income Tax Act. The
company argued that the penalty should be based on quarterly instalments
under section 98(1)(e), but the Board and Tribunal upheld the TRA's calculation
on total annual tax. The Court of Appeal dismissed the appeal, ruling the penalty
was correctly imposed on the full annual tax, not just instalments.
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Registered Trustees of Social Action Trust Fund vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 414 of 2022) [2025] TZCA
102 (26 February 2025)

The Court of Appeal struck out the appeal for being time barred, holding that it was
supported by an invalid certificate of delay. It found that the certificate wrongly
excluded time up to the date of receipt of proceedings instead of the date when
the Registrar notified the Appellant that the documents were ready for collection,
contrary to Rule 90 of the Tanzania Court of Appeal Rules. As a result, the appeal
was struck out with no order as to costs for being incompetent.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Coca Cola Kwanza
Limited (Civil Appeal No. 189 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 103 (26 February
2025)

The Court of Appeal held that the twelve-month duty remission period applies
to importation and not to the usage of industrial sugar. It found no legal basis
for the TRA to reassess duties based on assumptions where the law is silent on
consumption timelines. TRA's appeal was dismissed with costs in favour of Coca
Cola Kwanza Limited.

Sapna Electronics Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 120 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 108 (27 February
2025)

The Court of Appeal partly allowed the appeal, holding that the TRA was not
justified in demanding VAT records beyond the five-year statutory retention period
under section 25(2) of the VAT Act. It found that while reassessment for the years
2009-2013 was unlawful, the appellant failed to discharge the burden of proof
for the years 2014-2016, justifying partial additional assessments. The appeal
succeeded in part, with reassessments limited accordingly and no order as to costs.

Diamond Trust Bank Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (TRA) (Civil Appeal No. 413 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 126
(28 February 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that interest in suspense on non-performing loans is
taxable on an accrual basis under the Income Tax Act, 2004 despite the fact that
the said Income Tax Act requires BOT Regulations, which suggest a cash basis for
financial reporting, to apply. It also confirmed that bad debts are deductible only
if all reasonable recovery steps were taken and the debt is proven uncollectable.
The Court held that the Appellant failed to meet these requirements. The appeal
was dismissed with costs, and the TRA’s assessments were upheld.
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Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs St. Anne Marie
Trust (Civil Appeal No. 446 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 129 (28 February 2025)
The appeal questioned whether all properties of a full-time school are tax-exempt
under section 7(1)(g) of the Local Government Authorities (Rating) Act, Cap. 289.
The Court held that the Tribunal wrongly expanded the exemption in favour of
the taxpayer by misinterpreting the law and relying on expert evidence. Court
relied on strict interpretation of tax statutes to avoid implied meanings and hence
allowed the appeal, ruling that only sports-related properties are exempt.

Mobisol UK Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 220 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 147 (28 February
2025)

Mobisol UK Limited’s solar TVs and radios were claimed as tax-exempt imports,
but the Court ruled that they only consume, not generate, solar power. The Court
also rejected arguments on estoppel, VAT ‘module’ status, and single supply,
holding that had the legislators wanted to exempt solar TVs and solar radios,
they would not have concealed them in the term ‘module’, they would have
listed them as they did for solar panels and other items. All appeal grounds were
dismissed, and the taxpayer’s items remain taxable.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Vodacom
Tanzania Public Limited Company (Civil Appeal No. 485 of 2023) [2025]
TZCA 343 (8 April 2025)

Vodacom Tanzania delayed paying interest on loans, causing late withholding tax
payment. The lower Courts (the Board and Tribunal) ruled that tax is due only on
actual payment. The Court of Appeal held that tax is payable on an accrual basis
and interest applies for late payment. Appeal allowed in favour of TRA.

Mlimani Holdings Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 505 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 339 (9 April 2025)
Mlimani Holdings’ appeal for withholding tax exemption failed because it did not
secure the required Government Notice, and loans from related companies are
not exempt. The Board and Tribunal upheld TRA’s assessment. On appeal, the
Court of Appeal dismissed the appeal, with each party bearing its own costs.

TPC Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil
Appeal No. 455 of 2021) [2025] TZCA 349 (11 April 2025)

The Court of Appeal ruled that TPC Limited must withhold tax on service fees paid
to South African entities, as they are not business profits under Article 7 of the
Tanzania-South Africa Double Taxation Agreement. The decision relied on the
existing precedent which confirms that such fees are taxable in Tanzania. The
appeal was dismissed with costs.
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Geita Gold Mine Limited vs Commissioner General TRA (Civil Appeal No.
105 of 2020) [2025] TZCA 363 (16 April 2025)

Geita Gold Mine Limited claimed a VAT refund in 2014 for imported services from
2009-2011, but TRA rejected it on the ground of time limitation. The Court of
Appeal held that VAT returns or corrected returns do not qualify as other evidence
under the VAT Act. Consequently, the Court dismissed the appeal on the basis that
the claim was outside the one-year statutory limit.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Coca-Cola Kwanza
Limited (Civil Appeal No. 201 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 642 (27 June 2025)
The Court of Appeal dismissed TRA’s appeal, ruling that security services are
not taxable under the 2013 Practice Note. It upheld that Coca-Cola proved the
withholding tax on early 2013 consultancy fees was excessive. TRA's appeal failed
with no costs awarded.

lllovo Distillers (Tanzania) Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 445 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 667 (30
June 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that reinstatement of withdrawn input VAT amounts to a
new claim subject to the six-month limitation under section 16(5) of the VAT Act,
and dismissed the appeal with costs

Serengeti Breweries Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 453 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 685 (3 July 2025)
Serengeti Breweries challenged a VAT tax assessment, claiming that distributor
incentives reduced taxable supplies. The Court ruled that the incentives did not
reduce supply value and thus the tax was valid. The appeal was dismissed.

Sunshare Investment Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 620 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 694 (4
July 2025)

Sunshare Investment appealed a tax assessment by the Tanzania Revenue
Authority, claiming that certain import invoices were cancelled and CIF values
were miscalculated. The Court held that the appeal raised factual disputes rather
than pure questions of law, which are required under the Tax Revenue Appeals
Act. Consequently, the Court sustained the preliminary objection and struck out
the appeal.
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Williamson Diamonds Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 436 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 720 (14
July 2025)

Williamson Diamonds Limited appealed TRA's tax adjustments for 2013-2015,
challenging disallowed expenses, asset reclassifications, and undercharged fuel
sales. The Court of Appeal held that most issues involved factual findings, over
which it has no jurisdiction, and found that selling fuel below cost justified TRA’s
adjustments. Consequently, the appeal was dismissed with costs, upholding the
decisions of the Board and Tribunal.

Tanzania Health Promotion Support vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Application No. 11 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 751 (25
July 2025)

The Court of Appeal granted Tanzania Health Promotion Support a stay of execution
of the tax payment of TZS 1.66 billion pending appeal. The Court ruled that the
respondent’s letter was a valid notice, substantial loss was shown, and that the
applicant’s security undertaking was sufficient. It held further that the stay is
conditional on providing a bank guarantee within 60 days.

TPC Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil
Appeal No. 715 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 787 (1 August 2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed TPC Limited’s appeal, ruling that it failed to account
for VAT on insurance compensation. The tax authorities correctly applied the law,
including rejecting the company’s input tax claim. Each party was ordered to bear
its own costs.

JCDecaux Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA) (Civil Appeal No. 531 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 803 (5 August
2025)

JCDecaux Tanzania Ltd’s VAT objection was not admitted because it failed to pay
one-third of the assessed tax, as required by law. The company’s appeals to the
TRAB and TRAT were, therefore, incompetent since no objection decision existed.
The Court of Appeal nullified and quashed the TRAB and TRAT proceedings, striking
out the appeal.

Jack’s (Tanzania) Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 529 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 808 (6 August 2025)
The Court of Appeal dismissed Jack’s (Tanzania) Ltd’s appeal, ruling that the VAT
transactions were not genuine and the TRA correctly denied input tax claims. It held
that transactions with non-existent suppliers are invalid, and the Tax Administration
Act allowed the Commissioner to disregard them. All the appellant’s grounds of
appeal were rejected, and the appeal was dismissed with costs.

For further information on
legal updates please contact:

E: info@fbattorneys.co.tz

About FB Attorneys
FB Attorneys is an all service law firm
based out of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

We cover all aspects of the law

and specialise in all corporate and
commercial matters including Mining,
0il & Gas, Tax, Litigation, Competition,
Banking & Intellectual Property law.

FB Attorneys has been ranked as a

tier 1 law firm by the IFLR 1000 in the
Energy & Infrastructure and Financial &
Corporate sectors, tier 1 by Legal 500
and band 1 by Chambers and Partners
General Business Law.

FB Attorneys

8th Floor, Amani Place, Ohio Street
P. 0. Box 19813

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

T: +255 22 2135994/5

E: info@fbattorneys.co.tz

W: www.fbattorneys.co.tz

Disclaimer

Information found in this legal update and

any attachments are confidential and may

be privileged or otherwise protected from
disclosure, and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed
to. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify the sender immediately and delete

this message and any attachment from your
system. Any views or opinions expressed in
the message or its attachments are not
necessarily those of FB ATTORNEYS.

© FB Attorneys 2022. All rights reserved.

¥ IIII_.'|.|F||I||.'!'\ .' ./TI-I_K.I::\\

TOFTIER

\
% cioha #

o’

[7y]LEXAFRICA



https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Williamson-Diamonds-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-436-of-2023-2025-TZCA-720-14-July-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Williamson-Diamonds-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-436-of-2023-2025-TZCA-720-14-July-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Williamson-Diamonds-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-436-of-2023-2025-TZCA-720-14-July-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tanzania-Health-Promotion-Support-vs-Commissioner-General-TRA-2025-TZCA-751-25-July-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tanzania-Health-Promotion-Support-vs-Commissioner-General-TRA-2025-TZCA-751-25-July-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Tanzania-Health-Promotion-Support-vs-Commissioner-General-TRA-2025-TZCA-751-25-July-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TPC-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-of-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-715-of-2023-2025-TZCA-787-1-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TPC-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-of-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-715-of-2023-2025-TZCA-787-1-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jcdecaux-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-TRA-2025-TZCA-803-5-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jcdecaux-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-TRA-2025-TZCA-803-5-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jcdecaux-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-TRA-2025-TZCA-803-5-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jacks-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-529-of-2023-2025-TZCA-808-6-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jacks-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-529-of-2023-2025-TZCA-808-6-August-2025-1.pdf

| FGAL UPDATE

14 January 2026

GA Insurance Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 40 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 846 (11
August 2025)

The Court of Appeal quashed and set aside the Tribunal’s decision in favour of the
Commissioner, ruling that the Tribunal failed to address GA Insurance Tanzania
Limited’s grounds of appeal. The case was remitted for a fresh judgment before
a different panel, based on the existing written submissions. No order as to costs
was made.

Geita Gold Mining Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Application No. 82/01 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 858 (13
August 2025)

Geita Gold Mining Limited’s application for extension of time to seek review of the
2020 Court of Appeal judgment was dismissed. The Court held that the applicant
failed to account for the nearly four-year delay and that the alleged errors were
ordinary mistakes, not obvious illegality. The application was dismissed with costs.

Eristic (T) Investment Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (TRA) (Civil Application No. 785/01 of 2024) [2025]
TZCA 924 (3 September 2025)

The Court granted Eristic an extension to file its appeal due to arguable legal errors
in the Tribunal’s decision and the Managing Director’s illness which partly justified
the delay. The Court allowed the application for extension of time by the taxpayer.

Zanzibar Telecom Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA) (Civil Application No. 04/15 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 922 (3
September 2025)

The Court granted Zanzibar Telecom an extension to file a notice of appeal due to
procedural delays beyond its control. The alleged irregularity argued by the TRA
that the assessment exceeded the time allowed by law was rejected for not being
properly pleaded.

Coca Cola Kwanza Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Application No. 10/01 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 927 (3
September 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that malfunctioning of the Judiciary of Tanzania e-Case
Management System (JoT-eCMS) constituted good cause, granted extension of
time for the taxpayer to file the record of appeal, and ordered costs to abide the
outcome of the appeal.

For further information on
legal updates please contact:

E: info@fbattorneys.co.tz

About FB Attorneys
FB Attorneys is an all service law firm
based out of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

We cover all aspects of the law

and specialise in all corporate and
commercial matters including Mining,
0il & Gas, Tax, Litigation, Competition,
Banking & Intellectual Property law.

FB Attorneys has been ranked as a

tier 1 law firm by the IFLR 1000 in the
Energy & Infrastructure and Financial &
Corporate sectors, tier 1 by Legal 500
and band 1 by Chambers and Partners
General Business Law.

FB Attorneys

8th Floor, Amani Place, Ohio Street
P. 0. Box 19813

Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

T: +255 22 2135994/5

E: info@fbattorneys.co.tz

W: www.fbattorneys.co.tz

Disclaimer

Information found in this legal update and

any attachments are confidential and may

be privileged or otherwise protected from
disclosure, and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom it is addressed
to. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify the sender immediately and delete

this message and any attachment from your
system. Any views or opinions expressed in
the message or its attachments are not
necessarily those of FB ATTORNEYS.

© FB Attorneys 2022. All rights reserved.

b, -
L) e " /uluu:.-

| ToPTIER

\
% cioha #

[7y]LEXAFRICA



https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/GA-Insurance-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-40-of-2024-2025-TZCA-846-11-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/GA-Insurance-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-40-of-2024-2025-TZCA-846-11-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/GA-Insurance-Tanzania-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Appeal-No-40-of-2024-2025-TZCA-846-11-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Geita-Gold-Mining-Limited-vs-The-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-2025-TZCA-858-13-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Geita-Gold-Mining-Limited-vs-The-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-2025-TZCA-858-13-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Geita-Gold-Mining-Limited-vs-The-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-2025-TZCA-858-13-August-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Eristic-T-Investment-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-for-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-TRA-Civil-Application-No-78501-of-2024-2025-TZCA-924-3-September-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Eristic-T-Investment-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-for-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-TRA-Civil-Application-No-78501-of-2024-2025-TZCA-924-3-September-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Eristic-T-Investment-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-for-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-TRA-Civil-Application-No-78501-of-2024-2025-TZCA-924-3-September-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Zanzibar-Telecom-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-for-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-TRA-Civil-Application-No-0415-of-2025-2025-TZCA-922-3-September-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Zanzibar-Telecom-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-for-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-TRA-Civil-Application-No-0415-of-2025-2025-TZCA-922-3-September-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Zanzibar-Telecom-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-for-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-TRA-Civil-Application-No-0415-of-2025-2025-TZCA-922-3-September-2025-1.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Coca-Cola-Kwanza-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Application-No-1001-of-2025-2025-TZCA-927-3-September-2025.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Coca-Cola-Kwanza-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Application-No-1001-of-2025-2025-TZCA-927-3-September-2025.pdf
https://fbattorneys.co.tz/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Coca-Cola-Kwanza-Limited-vs-Commissioner-General-Tanzania-Revenue-Authority-Civil-Application-No-1001-of-2025-2025-TZCA-927-3-September-2025.pdf

| FGAL UPDATE

14 January 2026

Tanzania Breweries Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 58 of 2024) [2025] TZCA
932 (4 September 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that input VAT claims fail where EFD invoices lack
mandatory particulars under section 86 of the VAT Act, notwithstanding that the
tax was substantively incurred, and dismissed the appeal with costs.

Tanzania Breweries Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Application No. 07 /01 of 2025) [2025]
TZCA 939 (4 September 2025)

The Court of Appeal granted Tanzania Breweries extra time to file its appeal due
to online system issues and Court unavailability. The delay was not the applicant’s
fault and the Court ordered that the record must be filed within 14 days.

Serengeti Breweries Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 112 of 2022) [2025] TZCA 943 (8 September
2025)

The Court upheld the excise duty and interest, ruling the Appellant’s offset and
claims were invalid due to lack of documentation. The appeal was dismissed.

Tanga Cement Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Application No. 08/01 of 2025) [2025]
TZCA 947 (9 September 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that failure of the Judiciary of Tanzania Electronic Case
Management System (JoT-eCMS) constituted good cause for delay, granted
extension of time for the taxpayer to lodge the record of appeal.

Tanzania Electric Supply Company Limited (TANESCO) vs Commissioner
General, Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Application No. 782/01 of
2024) [2025] TZCA 958 (11 September 2025)

TANESCO's request for more time to appeal was denied. The Court ruled that the
claimed illegality was not clear and TANESCO acted negligently. No extension or
costs were granted.

Mwenga Hydro Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA) (Civil Appeal No. 05 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 961 (12
September 2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed Mwenga Hydro’s appeal, ruling that the REA grant
was a taxable subsidy for electricity connections, not a capital injection. The
Tribunal properly evaluated the evidence, and the appellant was afforded a fair
hearing. Factual disputes were outside the Court’s jurisdiction.
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Tanga Cement Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 160 of 2025) [2025] TZCA
1180 (11 November 2025)

Tanga Cement’s appeal against withholding tax on payments to South African
entities and interest was dismissed. The Court ruled that the payments were
taxable under the DTA and investor exemptions required a Government Notice.
The Tribunal’s decision was upheld with costs.

Tanga Cement Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 161 of 2025) [2025] TZCA
1183 (13 November 2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed Tanga Cement’s appeal, ruling that the Board
wrongly admitted documents not submitted during the objection stage. Evidence
must be provided at the objection stage, and fresh evidence needs the Board’s
consent. The Tribunal’s decision was upheld.

Geita Gold Mining Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 75 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 1191 (14 November
2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed Geita Gold Mining’s appeal, ruling that VAT relief is
not automatic and imported services must be reported in VAT returns. Failure to
do so justified the additional assessment. The appeal was dismissed with costs.

SGS Tanzania Superintendence Co Ltd vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 378 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 1234 (25
November 2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed SGS Tanzania’s appeal, holding that the company
failed to show good cause for a delay in filing its tax appeal. The delay was due to
the appellant’s inaction, not a technical issue. The Tribunal’s decision denying the
extension was upheld.

Tanga Cement Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 167 of 2025) [2025] TZCA
1213 (25 November 2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed Tanga Cement’s appeal, ruling that its tax exemption
was invalid due to lack of Cabinet approval. Interest on late tax payments was
correctly imposed.
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Dangote Cement Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 296 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 1215 (26 November
2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed Dangote Cement’s appeal, ruling that the Tribunal
correctly disallowed 2015 fixed asset expenses claimed in 2016 under section
11(2) of the Income Tax Act. Section 11(2) was not a new issue, and section 21 on
accounting was irrelevant. The appeal failed with costs.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Village
Supermarket Limited (Civil Appeal No. 10 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 1211 (26
November 2025)

The Court of Appeal ruled that TRA was correct to tax the 99.9% share transfer in
Village Supermarket Limited as a change in underlying ownership. The Board and
Tribunal had wrongly found no change. The transfer triggered deemed realization
of assets, justifying payment of tax.

Coffee Exporters Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 265 of 2023) [2025] TZCA 1214 (26 November
2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed Coffee Exporters Limited’s appeal, ruling that its
transactions with the foreign company were properly treated as controlled under
Tanzania’s tax law. The appellant’s reliance on the OECD definition and unadmitted
contracts was rejected. The appeal was dismissed.

SEACOM Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 147 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1226 (28 November
2025)

SEACOM'’s appeal against TRA's tax on deemed intercompany interest was
dismissed. The Court upheld TRA's authority under tax and transfer pricing laws.
The appeal failed with costs.

Tanga Cement Public Limited Company vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 150 of 2025) [2025] TZCA
1227 (28 November 2025)

Tanga Cement’s appeal against TRA’s VAT assessment for 2015-2018 was
dismissed. The Court held that the Tribunal correctly ruled the disputed invoices
irrelevant and that the appeal raised no pure legal issues. Consequently, the
appeal lacked merit, and costs were awarded to TRA.

Lea Associates South Asia Pvt vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 139 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1222 (28
November 2025)

The Court dismissed Lea Associates’ appeal, ruling that the Tribunal was correct in
granting TRA's extension to file an appeal based on assertions of illegality.
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Tanruss Investment Limited t/a Dar es Salaam Serena Hotels vs
Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 08
of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1254 (8 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal ruled that the appeal it raised factual not legal issues and
hence outside its jurisdiction. The appellant’s claims on withholding tax required
reviewing evidence, which fell outside the Court’s jurisdiction. The appeal was
dismissed with costs.

IBM Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 375 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 1240 (8 December
2025)

The Court of Appeal struck out IBM Tanzania Limited’s appeal, holding that it
was time-barred. The appellant failed to serve the required letter requesting
appeal documents on the respondent within 30 days of the impugned decision, a
mandatory requirement even before the 2024 amendments.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Irvines Tanzania
One Stop Shop Limited (Civil Appeal No. 199 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1238
(8 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal upheld a preliminary objection, ruled that a defective certificate
of delay rendered the appeal time-barred, and struck out the appeal with costs.

Mhingara Bureau De Change Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 181 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1252 (10
December 2025)

Mhingara Bureau de Change appealed the Tribunal’s decision that upheld the
Board’s refusal to award her costs. The Court of Appeal held that a successful
party cannot be denied costs without reasons and the Tribunal erred by failing to
provide them. The appeal was partly allowed, and the appellant was awarded
costs for the appeal.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Dr. Erasmo Nyika
(Liquidator of Brookside Diary Tanzania Limited) (Civil Appeal No. 11 of
2025) [2025] TZCA 1249 (10 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal faulted the Tribunal for determining the appeal before
addressing a time-bar preliminary objection, nullified the decision, and remitted
the matter for proper determination, with each party bearing its own costs.
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Jubilee Insurance Company of Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General,
Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 197 of 2025) [2025] TZCA
1291 (11 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that transfer of contingency reserves to a newly
formed insurer amounted to capitalization of profits and a distribution subject to
withholding tax and dismissed the appeal with costs.

Aggreko International Projects Limited Tanzania Branch vs Commissioner
General, Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 182 of 2025)
[2025] TZCA 1258 (12 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal upheld the Tribunal’s decision, ruling that Aggreko International
Projects Limited failed to provide sufficient evidence that its head office costs were
wholly and exclusively incurred in Tanzania, and hence they were not deductible
under section 11(2) of the Income Tax Act. Consequently, the appeal was dismissed
with costs.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs Spectrum
Insurance Agency Limited (Civil Appeal No. 173 of 2025) [2025] TZ(CA
1262 (12 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal dismissed the TRA's appeal, by holding that the TRAT rightly
refused extra time due to weak medical evidence and lack of diligence. Alleged
errors and illegality were unproven.

Registered Trustees of Social Action Trust Fund vs The Commissioner
General Tanzania Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 200 of 2025)
[2025] TZCA 1292 (12 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that a preliminary objection must be determined before
any dismissal for non-appearance, set aside the Tribunal’s dismissal order, allowed
the appeal, and remitted the matter to the Tribunal to determine the pending
preliminary objection, with costs to the appellant.

Unilever Tea Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 178 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1263 (12
December 2025)

The Court of Appeal held that challenges to evaluation of evidence and burden
of proof do not raise pure questions of law, upheld the Tribunal’s finding that the
Appellant failed to prove non-under declaration of revenue, and dismissed the
appeal with costs.
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Zanzibar Telecom Limited vs Commissioner General, TRA (Civil Application
No. 21 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1270 (12 December 2025)

The Court of Appeal granted stay of execution of the Zanzibar Tax Appeals Tribunal
decree, holding that the applicant satisfied the requirements for stay, subject to
furnishing a bank guarantee for the decretal sum, with costs to abide the outcome
of the appeal.

Amana Bank Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 180 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1281 (15 December
2025)

The Court of Appeal characterized Murabahah financing as a taxable supply of
goods rather than an exempt financial service and dismissed the appeal, with no
order as to costs.

AUMS (Tanzania) Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 195 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1282 (15 December
2025)

The Court of Appeal affirmed that the 3% withholding tax rate under a Mine
Development Agreement was not stabilized; that statutory tax rates prevail over
contractual terms; and that the 5% withholding tax rate under the Income Tax Act,
2004 was applicable to the taxpayer. The Appeal was dismissed.

Commissioner General, Tanzania Revenue Authority vs MSPH Tanzania
LLC (Civil Appeal No. 358 of 2024) [2025] TZCA 1283 (15 December 2025)
The Court of Appeal held that tax exemption under treaties or MOUs is not
automatic, that PAYE exemption requires a Gazette order and SDL exemption
requires satisfaction of the Commissioner. The appeal was allowed with no order
as to costs.

Puma Energy Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 201 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1296 (17
December 2025)

The Court of Appeal found a breach of the right to be heard arising from failure
to determine an extension-of-time application, allowed the appeal, quashed the
decisions below, and remitted the matter to the Commissioner.
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Nyota Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General Tanzania Revenue
Authority (Civil Appeal No. 174 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1295 (17 December
2025)

The Court of Appeal held that only expenses incurred wholly and exclusively in the
production of income for the relevant year of income are deductible, that expenses
relating to prior years cannot be claimed in a later year, and that deductibility
and transfer pricing claims must be strictly proved by evidence. The Appeal was
dismissed.

Bank of Africa Tanzania Limited vs Commissioner General, Tanzania
Revenue Authority (Civil Appeal No. 166 of 2025) [2025] TZCA 1320 (19
December 2025)

The Court of Appeal confirmed that PAYE was properly chargeable on tax benefits,
including group life insurance premiums and school fees paid for employees, and
dismissed the appeal with costs.
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